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ONE WINEDRINKER'S OPINION 
Wine Prices: Who's Kidding Whom? 

Burgundy prices are ridiculous . Champagne prices 
have escalated to dizzy heights . The supply of these 
wines is small and world-wide demand is high. Fine, 
everything is going up . Nonetheless, for the past few 
years Bordeaux prices have seemed quite reasonable. 
Oh , maybe nol cheap like many of the 1970's during 
the severe 1974-75 recession, hut fairly priced . A 
couple of years ago, it wasn't unusual to find really 
good 1975's at $12-15 per bottle. First growths were 
higher, but some were available for $25 or so . Then 
came the 1976's at about the same prices. (Yes, even 
1976 Lafite and 1976 Petrus retailed for under $300 
per case .) Then the 1977's. Well , forget the 1977's (it's 
not much of a vintage and the wines are too expensive '-' 
for what they are). Now the 1978's. Well, the 1978 
prices are high. Why? Increased demand to be sure . 
But a major reason is that the chateau owners are 
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finally getting a decent price. Most people are not 
really aware of the price the major chateaux receive 
for their wine . Consider the following case prices. In 
1975, Ducru-Beaucai1lou received $51 , LeoviHe-Las
Cases $53, La Mission ·Haut-Brion $90 , Lafile and 
Petrus $133 In 1976 prices were similar. Ducru
Beaucaillou received $51, Leovi1le -Las-Cases $51, La 
Mission-Haut-Brion $90, Lafite, Mouton , and Petrus 
approximately $133. In 1978, these prices rose to $99 
for Ducru -Beaucaillou, $116 for Leovi1le-Las-Cases , 
$158 for La Mission -Haut-Brion, $210 for Lafite , and 
$219 for Petrus. To these prices the consumer must 
pay 10% or so to the negociant, interest costs for two 
years to the importer plus a standard 25% profit, a few 
dollars per case for shipping, a wholesaler's ma rk-up 
(if the importer is not the wholesaler) of 10-20% , and 
a retail mark-up which can be as high as 50% . [n 
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Clos de la Roche (Laboure-Rol). This is a hard. 
young Burgundy. With a dark color and a fruity / 
earthy nose. the wine is firm and tannic . Very closed
up, but there seems to be underlying fruit. Nice flavors 
are beginning to show through which offer promise for 
the fu ture. This is a keeper. try again in 5 years (16112). 
$33 

Clos de Tart (Mornrnessln). This is a nice. medium· 
bodied Burgundy with a medium dark color showing 
just a bit of amber at the edge. It has a lovely. 
fruity/vanilla / almost floral nose - very attractive . The 
flavo rs have a soft . fruity/ vanilla-tinged quality and 
the wine is nicely balanced with a long finish . Look for 
it to improve for at least 4 ·5 years (161h) . $46 

Nuits-Saint-Georges "Chi-teau Grls" (Lupe' 
Cholet) . This is a very fine Burgundy that will require 
substantial time to develop. It has a medium dark color 
and a very fruity /spicy nose. The wine has good fruit. 
depth. and flavor, but is lean and rather hard just now. 
Lay it aWAy . Patience will be rewarded (16ljz). $38 

Nuits-Saint· Georges "Clos Sa int·Marc" (C. 
Vienot) . Vienot's 1978 Burgundies are very nice 
wines. This is a typical example . [t has a medium dark 
color and Adeep, fruity /spicy nose. There are plenty 
of ripe, fruit flavors backed by a spicy complexity. 
Youthfully tannic, but nicely balanced for 6-8 years 
aging (16lfz). $25 

Beaune "Clos de Mouches" (Drouhln). This is a 
lovely medium style Burgundy with a medium dark 
color showing an amber edge and a fruity/berry nose. 
There are good berry flavors with a spicy complexity 
and tannin and acid to lose . This wine should develop 
well for 4·6 years (16) . $30 

Chambertln·Clos de Beze (Drouhln). This is a 
nice Burgundy, but given the exalted label and even 
more exalted price . the wine hardly lives up to 
expectations. [t has a medium color with an amber 
edge and a lovely, perlumed, fruity/spicy nose. There 
are fruity/ berry flavors and the wine Is clean and fresh . 
Balanced a bit to acid , the wine should develop for a 
few years, but more depth should be forthcoming for a 
Burgundy of this pedigree (16). $77 

Nults·Salnt·Georges uLes Allots" (H. Remari· 
quet). This is a big Burgundy with a dark color and a 
deep, frUi ty/ earthy nose. The flavors are rich with a 
fruity/ earthy/ spicy component. Firm with good 
tannin/ acid balance , this will take a minimum of 6 ·8 
years to develop (16). $29 

Grands·Echezeaux (Laboure·Roi) . With a 
medium dark color and a fruity I earthy nose. this wine 
has fruil. but is rather harsh and firm with noticeable 
aCidity. A few years bottle age should show some 
softening. Seemingly, there is enough fruit to carry this 
wine for the many years it will need to develop (151M . 
$37 

Nults·Salnt·Georges (Laboure·Roi). With a 
medium dark color and a deeply perfumed. berry· like 
nose. this wine has a good fruit flavor and nice 
balance. Not terribly complex, but a nice drinking 
Burgundy for intermediate term consumption (15 1/2) 

$23 

Pommard·Epenots (Latour) . This is a pleasant 
enough wine , but $52? Incredible. [t has a medium 
dark color with a deep. fruity/spicy nose and good. 
ripe , fruit flavors backed by firm acidity and a tart 
finish A few years bottle age should yield a 
conSiderably softer wine (151jz) 

Chassagne-Mon trache t "Clos Saint·J ean" (P . 
PiIlot). Th is is a pleasant Burgundy. Not terribly 
complex . but shOWing a lovely. frUity berry-like! 
vanilla nose and round. 50ft. fruity flavors (15) $22 

Corton-Penieres (Laboure ·Rol). This wine has a 
dark color with a slight amber edge and a berry
like/ vanilla nose It has nice fruit and good balance . 
Not yet showing much complexity and lacking just a 
bit in flavor, the wine should. nonetheless, develop 
well for the nexl 4·5 years (15) $29 

Echezeaux (Lato ur). This wine has a medium color 
and a fruity / spicy nose with grapy/ fruity flavors that 
are pleasant, if not complex (15) . $45 

Gevrey-Chambe rtln (R . Groffler). A lot less 
money than Groffier's other wines and a lot less wine. 
this is still pleasant The color is medium and the nose 
has a plummy/ fruity quality. It has nice fruit and flavor 
in a lean style with tannin and acid to lose. A few years 
bottle age will soften the wine conSiderably (15) $28 

Nults·Saint-Georges"Les Poulettes"(Dufouleur). 
This is a big Burgundy with a dark color and a deep, 
berry nose. The wine has toasty/ earthy/ berry flavors 
and is firm , almost austere, with tannin and acid to 
lose. This needs 5· 7 years to develop (15). $23 

Santenay (Noel·Gagnard). This wine has a medium 
dark color and a ripe, fruity/ spky nose . The wine has 
good, ripe, fruit flavors with acid and tannin to lose. A 
little short on the palate, otherwise very nice (15) . $20 
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Best Buys 

Bea une "Le s Paules" (M. Mo rey). OK. this 
Burgundy is a lighter style , And , yes , there is 
that hint of sweetness . However, it is lovely and 
delicious to drink and doesn't cost a fortune. 
With a medium color and an amber edge. the 
nose is full of ripe, fruity/ spicy nuances. There is 
good fruit and complexity. Not a keeper, but 
very nice for consumption in the next 3-4 years 
(l5IJz). $14 
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Cote d e Beaune "Monthelie " (Coche-Dury). 
This is a fairly big COte de Beaune. [t has a dark 
color and a fruity / grapy . slightly volatile nose . 
The flavors are fruity with a toasty/ earthy 
complexity. Quite tannic, this wine needs age 
and should show improvement for 5-6 years 
(151/z). $15 

Bourgogne-Passe-Tout-Gralns (R. Chevil 
Io n). Are you kidding? Nobody buys this stuff. 
Wrong. These wines are as good as the integrity 
of the producer. [n this case. it is very high 
indeed. Tasted with Chevillon's four Nuits-Saint
Georges, this is amazingly similar with the same 
fruity/spicy/bacon-hke nose and flavor. Just a 
bit less flavor and a slightly harsh finish not 
balanced by enough fruit to warrant long term 
aging, still a very nice wine for consumption now 
and over the next 2-3 years (l5IJz) . $9 

Rully "Les Clouds" (Jacqueson). This is a 
lovely, lighter style Burgundy. It has a medium 
color with an amber edge and a lovely, fruity/ 
spicy/berry-like nose. There is nice , berry-like 
fruit tinged with vanilla. With honest Pinot Nair 
character, light, but not overly sweet, this wine 
should improve for a few years (15l/zj. $12.50 

Good 

Charmes-Chambertln (Latour). This is rather 
pleasant, but the price is mind boggling. Who needs it? 
It has a medium red color and a briary/raspberry nose 
with berry-like flavors. It is soft and fruity without 
much depth or character (l4l/z,. $54 

Richebourg (Laboure-Roi). Despite the label, this is 
not an outstanding Burgundy. It is, however, what is 
masquerading as the wine on the West Coast. Caveat 
Emptor. The wine has a dark color and a coffee bean 
nose. There is good structure, but the flavor also 
shows a coffee bean component. Was this wine 
damaged in shipment? Or is it a different batch? Who 
knows?? At $48 per bottle, it's easy to pass on this 
(14). 

-, .. _ •• - A 
,.,., ,.., '''v,.,.. N,-,'" .:/'<00<"" '''~'.'''''''':.'' '<0'1-0 ""

- ~ 

Rod &..-0...... ' TOO'. w~. _ ...., 

;1}iI" /1;~N..{Ndt· 

Ge vrey-Chambertin (Geoffroy). This wine has a 
medium dark color with an over-ripe, plum nose . The 
wine has fruit but shows a slight stemminess and a 
touch of acesence. Not unpleasant, but not likely to 
improve much either (13l/zj. $28 

Pommard "Premier Cru" (Bouchard) . This is a 
perfect example of what is wrong with Burgundy. The 
general public recognizes the name Pommard. If the 
public doesn't know the difference, price the wine 
high . And so it goes. This Pommard has a medium red 
color and a frUity, 501 nose. It has some fruit, but is 
thin, tart, and acidic with a short finish. At $38 who 
needs it (13112), 

Clos de Vougeot (Latour). Another big label, big 
price . and ordinary wine . This bears no resemblence 
to really good Burgundy. It has a mediu m dark color 
with a fruity, coffee bean nose and simple. tart , acidic 
flavors (13) . $51 
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California Chenin Blancs 

Nults-Salnt-Georges "Lea Perdrix" (Mugneret
Gouachon) . This is unusual juice The color is dark 
with only a slight amber at the edge . but the nose has a 
roasted/ coffee bean/ apple cider quali ty. The flavors 
/lire rich and grapy with a noticeable roasted 
component. Only time will tell how this will develop, 
but substantial improvement is doubtful (13). $35 

Pommard "Les Fremlers" (Rodet). This Burgundy 
has a medium dark color with an amber edge and a 
fruity/ vanilla nose . It is light. thin. clean. and much 
like a simple Beaujolais (l3). $30 

Savlgny·les·Beaune (P. Ponnelle). One should n't 
expect much of this wme and that's exactly what one 
will get - not much, It has a med iu m color with an 
amber edge and a subdued . fruity nose . There is some 
fruit. but the wine is thin and watery without depth or 
structure (13). $12 .50 

Beaune "Clos des Mouches" (GuUlemard). This 
wine has a medium dark color and a fru ity/ musty/ 
slightly volatile nose . There is lillIe fru it and the wine 
Is musty and short on the palate (12). $29 
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After French Colombard (a grape of li ttle distinction 
that Is properly best used for blending in generic 
wines), Chen!n Blanc is the most widely planted white 
grape uariety in California . It Is grown from the 
northernmost to the southernmost areas of the slate . It 
Is a/so made in many different styles from uery sweet 
to dry, from no oak to heauy oak, and from light and 
crisp to ful/·bodied and rich. Therefore, unless one 
knows for certain the style of the wine {unfortunately 
this is most often not auai/able by reading the label}, it 
is not likely that the wine will be served to show at its 
best, Likewise, random "wine tastings~ of Chenin 
Blanc are a useless exercise, To serve a dry, oaky 
style, with a sweet, fruity style , and constantly shift 
back and forth through seuerol groups of wines serues 
absolutely no purpose. except perhaps to educate the 
lasters as to the style of each particular wine. The 
sweeter wines such as Beringer, Krug, or Mondaui are 
most suitable as well chilled quaffing wines. They can 
also serue as a~ritifs, but most experienced wine 
drinkers will find them too sweet for most foods . On 

the other hand, wines such as Burgess, in an oaky. dry 
style, make good food wines and nol so good 
quaffers . In between, wines such as Dry Creek can be 
quite versatile - suitable with many types of food , as 
an a~ritif, quaffer, whateuer. Chen!n Blancs are, for 
the most port , not expensive and most are best 
consumed as young as pOSSible while they stIli haue 
freshness and /tuit . Listed below are selected lasting 
notes on a representatiue sampling of currenlly avail· 
able California Chenin Blancs: 

Very Good 

Best Buy 

1979 Beringer "Knights Valley Estate ." 
This Sonoma Chenln Blanc has a light yellow 
gold color and a fruity/ apricot nose . It has good 
fruit. flavor , depth , and balance . Slightly sweet , 
it's an attractive wine at an attractive price (15) , 
$4 
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1979 Beringer "Napa Valley." Not quite as fruity as 
the "Knights VaHey Estate" bottling , and with a more 
pronounced grassy , varietal character, this is a nice 
Chen!n Blanc. It has a light yellow gold color and a 
fruity / slightly grassy nose . There is good , ripe, fruit 
flavors with nice balance in a slightly sweet style (15) . 
$450 

1979 Burgess Cellars "Na pa Valley." This wine is 
designated Dry on the label and so it is. As such , it is a 
very pleasant food wine . better with fi sh dishes than 
the Charles Krug , but not as pleasant as a sipping 
wine. [t has a light yellow gold color and a fru ity/ oaky 
nose. There are nice, fruity / oaky flavors with just a 
touch of a herbal character. The wine has nice 
balance , not rich, but very pleasant and a good 
occasional substitute for Chardonnay . However. this 
doesn't have the depth to age like Chardonnay , drink 
it over the next year (15) . $6.50 

1980 Dry Creek "Sonoma County." This is a very 
nice Chen!n Blanc in a fruity style with just a hint of 
sweetness. It has a pale yellow color and a fruity/ 
Citric/ slightly grassy nose. It is clean , fresh. and crisp 
with a fruity / citric flavor and a pleasant finish. This 
wine will go nice with lighter dishes, fish, cold 
luncheons, etc . (15). $5.50 

NV Charles Krug "Napa Valley," In the sweeter 
style, Krug has a way with Chen in Blanc. The problem 
is that the NV designation doesn't allow the consumer 
to differentiate between botdings and they c!.o differ. 
However, the newest batch comes in a light colored 
blue green bottle as opposed to the traditional dark 
green bottle. It has a pale yellow color and a fruity/ 
grapefruit/ eucalyptus nose - clean, fresh, and 
attractive. The wine is fruity and crisp with a slight 
varietal grassiness . It is sweet, but is balanced by a firm 
backbone (l5) . $6 (I ncidentally, the same wine in the 
green bottle has a more pronounced grassy character 
and is not as fresh, although still very nice.) 

1980 Robert Mandavi "Napa Valley." Made in the 
same mold as the Charles Krug (one could say it runs 
in the fa mily), this wine is richer with a similar degree 
of sweetness. The color is pale yellow and the nose 
has a fresh, fruity, pineapple character with just a hint 
of varietal grassiness. The taste is fruity with a citrus· 
like character and a slight petilla nce. The wine is sweet 
and well-balanced - a good afternoon quaffer or a 
nice food wine with something like a roast Join of pork 
(15). $6.50 

Good 

1979 Alexander Valley Vineyards "Alexander 
Valley." This estate bottled wine has a light yellow 
gold color and a fruity/ peachy nose with a hint of 
vanilla . [I has good fruity / oaky flavors with a short 
finish (14) . $6 

1980 Fetzer "North Coast." This is a nice quaffing 
wine . It has a fresh, fruity. pineapple nose and clean, 
fresh, crisp, grapy, sweet flavors (14) . $4.75 

1980 Shown "Napa Valley," This wine is labeled 
Dry . ActuaUy. it's slightly sweet . It has a pale yellow 
color and a frully / grapefruit nose . It is crisp and clean 
wilh a slight pelillance and a grapefruit-like flavor (14). 
$5 .50 

1980 Flora Springs "Napa Valley." This wine is 
marred by a touch too much 502 which blows off with 
air . Otherwise , it has a pale green yellow color and is 
clean , fresh , dry, tart-an acceptable food wine 
(13'/» . $5.50 

1979 San Marin "San Luis Obispo County," This 
wine has a light yellow gold color and a frUity/ slightly 
herbaceous nose . [t is fruity , clean, soft, sweet. and 
pleasant (l31h). $4 

Which Is land? 

1979 Bogle Vineyards "Me rritt Island. 
Yolo County." This won't Bogle the islands of 
your mind, but don't blame yo· local wine 
merchant if he thinks it Merritts your attention. 
The wine is sim ple and pleasant with a slight 
petillance. The nose has an earthy/ fruity / 
grapy character and the flavors are fruity. grapy . 
and sweet (13) . $4.75 

1979 Chappellet " Napa Valley." At $7.50 this is 
pricey for Chenin Blanc. The wine has a light yellow 
color and a fruity/ spicy/ grassy nose . It is light, dry . 
and lacking in depth (13). 

1979 HMR "Central Coast Counties." Labeled 
De mi-5ec, this wine has a light yellow color and a 
fruity/ grassy nose. It is clean , fresh, simple , slightly 
sweet, and lacks a bit in flavor (13). $6 

1979 Landmark "California." This is a pleasant 
food wine. The major fault is a lack of varietal 
character. It has a light yellow gold color and a fru ity/ 
vanilla· tinged character. The wine is round with nice 
fruil and fl avor, but is slightly petHlant and fin ishes 
short (13). $5 
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1979 J , Lohr "Northern California ," This is a wine 
to drink now as a pleasant quaffing wine It has a light 
yellow gold color, 21 grapy/raisiny nose, and ripe, 
frUity, sweet, slightly p~tillanl flavors (13) . $4 .75 

1979 Sterling Vineyards "Napa Valley," This 
estate bottled wine has 21 pale yellow color and 21 fresh, 
fruily, pineapple, slightly grassy nose - very attractive. 
It is clean. fresh, and dry. but lacks fruit. flavor, and 
depth (13). $6.50 

1978 The Monterey Vineyard "Monterey 
County," This was probably bener a year or two ago, 
yet this is apparently the most current vintage on the 
market. The wine has 21 light yellow color and a floral 
sweet pea nose with a pronounced vegetative over· 
lone. In the mouth, II is flat, sweet. and simple (12). 
$575 

1979 Parducci "Mendocino County," This wine 
has a light yellow color, an unusual, musty/ cheesy/ 
fruity nose. It is clean, fresh, fruity. crisp, and slightly 
sweet. Were it not for the off nose , this would be quite 
nice (12). $4.25 

, , 

Below Average 


1979 Ventana Vineyards "Monterey County." 
This estate bottled wine is labeled Dry . Ventana 
should be able to do an excellent job with Chenin 
Blanc, but this wine is marred by an overabundance of 
free sulphur. Given enough air it will blow off. but the 
nose still is not attractive with a musty. tanky 
character. Otherwise , the wine has fruit and pleasant 
flavor in 21 dry style (11) . $6 .50 

1979 Callaway "Temecula," This estate bottled 
wine from Southern California is labeled Dry. So 
much for the label. It Is characterized by the most foul 
nose imaginable - a nauseating. skunky, rotten potato 
smell. In the mouth , it has 21 moldy , rotten fruit 
character. It gets points only because it looks like wine 
IS) $6 
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